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Hello Everyone … 
 
The winter of 2016 certainly has been extraordinary. Extreme rainfall events 
have challenged the Tasmanian agricultural sector. Fortunately, it appears our 
wonderful school farms and associated educational facilities throughout 
Tasmania have escaped any serious damage. From a personal point of view, it 
was somewhat surreal watching the events of May/June unfold from overseas 
as this was the time Mick Davy, Principal of Hagley Farm School, and I were 
engaged in our Hardie Fellowship study tour of the USA. The weather events in 
Tassie certainly created significant interest amongst our Ag Ed colleagues in 
the US. 
 
In this issue I have included a ‘snapshot’ of our Hardie Fellowship findings. We 
experienced and learnt much that we believe could positively impact the 
progress of Ag Ed in Tasmanian schools and colleges. Mick and I are very happy 
to elaborate on these findings to any readers who would like to know more, so 
please get in touch. Our full report, including a draft ‘framework for 
improvement’, has been forwarded to the Minister and senior DoE staff for 
consideration as part of a whole of government approach to Ag Ed in 
Tasmania. 
 
Progress on the home front has also been significant throughout Terms 2 & 3. 
In this issue we touch on the following developments: 

 An update from the second UTAS Ag Ed Higher Education Forum in July 

 The exciting Year 11 -12 Ag courses  

 The transition of the Tasmanian Agricultural Education Network to an 
association for all those interested in progressing Ag Ed in Tassie 

 

Andrew Harris 
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Livestock Biosecurity Network visit 
Lilydale District School 

 
Dr Jess Coad from Livestock Biosecurity Network visited Grades 7-12 Agriculture 

Classes and ran some excellent sessions on biosecurity on farms. 

It was a very interesting talk which included practical experiments that demonstrated 

how easily infection can spread. We also watched a very informative video followed 

by a Q & A session. 

We would like to thank Dr Coad for her time and efforts planning such professional 

sessions. 

Comments from Participating Students: 

“We learned about sneaky ways weeds and diseases can get into a farm and how they 

spread, and how to prevent it from happening.” Zak 

“Everyone leant a lot of things from Dr Coad.  I would like her to come back.” Jacinta 

“It was very interesting how diseases can spread so easily.” Vincent 

Year 7-12 Students 

Lilydale District School 

 

 

 

 

 

American Ag Students Flying Tassie Visit 

Two Ag students from Cornell University, New York State, recently spent the best part 
of two weeks checking out agriculture and agricultural education in Tassie. Hannah 
and Tess packed as much as possible into their relatively short stay, including visits to 
– the Exeter High School Ag Ed program and school farm; dairy operations around 
Circular Head; Trowunna Wildlife Park, the Tamar Valley region, Cradle Mountain 
National Park and Launceston’s spectacular Cataract Gorge. The students were 
accomodated at the Hagley Farm School Visitor Centre where they spent a few days 
helping out centre staff by assisting on the farm and joining in with visiting school 
programs. 
 

Hannah and Tess became aware of Tasmania through Andrew Harris & Mick Davy, 
who spent two weeks studying at Cornell University during their recent Hardie 
Fellowship. Both Hannah and Tess were amazed by the beauty of Tassie and spoke 
very highly of our dedicated Ag educators and their ongoing work to provide high 
quality Ag Ed experiences in our schools. 

 
Hannah and Tess visit Velo Winery 

 
…  and Year 9/10 Ag Students at Exeter 

High  

 

Hagley Farm School : Centre for Agricultural Education 

and the Tasmanian Agricultural Education Network 

Ag Ed Professional Learning Workshop 
Our next Ag Ed Professional Learning Workshop will be held in 

conjunction with the October 21st state-wide Professional 

Learning Day. 

 

Date:     Friday October 21st 

Venue:  Hagley Farm School 

Times:   9:00 am – 3:30 pm 

Morning Tea and Lunch Provided 

 

RSVP: by Friday October 14th to 

andrew.harris@education.tas.gov.au 

 

Program includes: 
 Safe Farming Tasmania presentation 

 Geo-spatial task design using LISTmap  

 Common Task moderation 

 Presentation and discussion on the new 

Biosecurity Legislation 

 

… for full details contact  

Andrew Harris 

andrew.harris@education.tas.gov.au 

M: 0407 871 830 
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PROJECT WOODLANDS  
Setting up a registered training organisation to deliver full-time education in  

organic agriculture. 

 
From Emma van de Winckel … 

 

My name is Emma van de Winckel. I’m working on a project to make 

education in organic agriculture more available in Australia.  

I grew up both in Tasmania and in the Netherlands on my parents’ organic 

farm and am currently working with them on our farm at Barrington. A few 

years ago I completed the ‘Warmonderhof’; which is a four-year full time 

course in organic/biodynamic agriculture in the Netherlands.  

Amongst others, I’m working with the Warmonderhof to find a way in 

which their experience and knowledge can benefit Tasmanian agriculture.  

 

The proposed school is quite unique in that it will combine theory lessons 

and practical experience gained from participating organic farms; the 

school area is surrounded by a few different farms that can facilitate this. I 

am confident this set-up can be successful here in Tasmania.  

Emma van de Winckel 

 

For further information 

and to find out how you 

might get involved 

please contact Emma at: 
 

emma.vd.w@hotmail.com 

 

 

to find out more about 

Warmonderhof  

click the link below 

 

 
https://warmonderhof.nl/english   

Tasmanian Ag Ed Network and ACARA  
Work Samples Project 
 

As reported in our Term 2 edition, this project has been an important 

aspect of our work around improving the evidence of student learning 

in our Food and Fibre Production programs.  

 

Early in Term 3 the working group met at Hagley Farm School to 

moderate some student work samples. This session was supported by 

Anthony Crawford - Principal Education Officer - Secondary, 

Curriculum Services. In many cases the standard of the work exceeded 

prior expectations and has certainly opened our eyes and minds to 

future possibilities. We will aim to share the tasks designed specifically 

for the project and some student work samples in the near future. 

 

Congratulations to those teachers and schools that have participated 

with so much enthusiasm and professionalism throughout this project.  
 

Jill Bennet – Cressy District School 

Liz Stanfield – Lilydale District School 

Liam Fox – Exeter High School 

Andrea Dare – Campania District School 

Keeley Lester – Winnaleah District School 

Bill Shoobridge – Tasman District School 

John Lehman – Yolla District School 

 

 

 

 
The ACARA  

Work Samples Group 
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2016 Hardie Fellowship - Agricultural Education 
… A snapshot from the eight week USA study tour 

 
The term ‘Agricultural Education’ is widely used throughout the USA to describe all education concerning food 

and fibre production. This includes horticulture, viticulture, aquaculture and agriculture. Ag Ed programs in high 

schools often include courses in Animal Production, Plant Production, Ag Mechanics and Construction (shop), 

Floral Design, Natural Resource Management and many more. 

There are two main ways Ag Ed is delivered - either through an integrated approach supported by a range of 

curriculum resources, largely evident in early to middle school years (K-8) - or as a dedicated course supported 

by rigorous curriculum resources and highly organised experiential programs, mainly evident in high schools 

(Grades 9 to 12). Agricultural Education programs are not compulsory and are not offered by all schools. 

Schools that do offer Ag Ed as an elective are supported by a number of organisations, a nationally consistent 

model of delivery and a range of funding opportunities. 
 

The 3-circle model: 

 Evident in all schools that offer Ag Ed programs across the eight states 

we visited 

 Schools that offer Ag Ed courses commit to this model 

 The model ensures a balance between classroom learning (academic 

rigour) and experiential learning (hands on experiences) 

 Leadership skills are explicitly taught and developed through a dedicated 

learning program 
 

 
 

The Classroom/Laboratory component:  

 Supported by highly developed curriculum resources 

 CASE is the key driver in most high schools (Grades 9-12). (Curriculum 

for Agricultural Science Education) 

 CASE is owned, developed and managed by the NAAE  

(National Association of Agricultural Educators)  

 CASE is a science-based curriculum with by an extensive online support 

network and in-service educator training 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

The Experiential Learning component: 

 Based on a program called Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) 

 A highly individualised project-based learning approach 

 Emphasis is on enterprise and entrepreneurship 

 Supported by designated advisors and ‘fit for purpose’ facilities  

 SAE provides a consistent structure across all states and enables high 

levels of student motivation 

 

The Leadership component: 

 Designed to complement the SAE program 

 A structured ‘club’ style program supported by the national FFA 

organisation (Future Farmers of America) 

 Mostly integrated within the school curriculum 

 Requires some out of school commitment 

 All FFA students we met were extremely impressive and clearly knew 

their stuff!  

 FFA involvement is highly respected by Agribusiness and universities 

 

                                            
  



  

UTAS Agricultural Higher Education Forum 

 

The second Agriculture Higher Education Forum was hosted 

by Mr Richard Warner at Government House in July. The 

aim of the initial forum was to communicate and engage 

with Tasmania’s agriculture industry leaders about the 

current focus and direction of agricultural education at the 

University of Tasmania. The second forum focused on 

reporting back on changes and successes since the first 

forum in 2015. The second forum was formally addressed 

by:  
 

 The Hon Kate Warner, Governor of Tasmania 

 Mr Richard Warner 

 The Hon Jeremy Rockliff 

 Professor Peter Rathjen 

 Professor Holger Meinke 

 Professor Janelle Allison 

 Dr Alistair Gracie 

 Dr Joanna Jones 
 

Topics covered included, the growth in UTAS Ag Ed course 

enrolments; UTAS engagement with schools and colleges; 

student recruitment programs; Agricultural Education and 

the Tasmanian Government 2050 vision and the progress of 

new initiatives, such as the UTAS College Year 11/12 

course design and Associate Degree in Agribusiness. 
 

 

Forum Background 
The Agriculture Higher 

Education Forum was held to 

communicate and engage with 

Tasmania’s agriculture industry 

and government leaders about the 

future direction and scope of 

agriculture education at the 

University of Tasmania and to 

seek input and feedback from 

industry on this. 
 

The University delivered a 

presentation to the forum to set 

the context of agriculture higher 

education in Australia and at the 

University. 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 and 12 Courses in Agricultural Education 

 

Throughout 2016 Curriculum Services staff have been 

developing draft level 2 and 3 courses in Agricultural 

Education. During Term 2, John Lehman, while acting as 

Lead Teacher of Agricultural Education, was able to 

significantly impact the progress of these courses. In recent 

weeks Curriculum Services have distributed drafts to a 

number of schools and colleges as part of a critical feedback 

process. These schools and colleges have all expressed 

interest in offering level 2 and 3 Ag Ed in future years. 
 

The feedback period will precede the formal process of 

gaining TASC approval for the new courses. Discussions 

around the practicalities of teaching and resourcing will 

occur during Term 4 and involve key Ag Ed/Science staff 

from various schools. 
 

A key component and strength of these new courses is the 

integration of meaningful experiential learning 

opportunities. 
 

We look forward to sharing more details during Term 4. 

 

What is TASC? 
 

The Office of Tasmanian 

Assessment, Standards and 

Certification (TASC) is an 

independent statutory office 

responsible to the Tasmanian 

Minister for Education and 

Training, serving both 

government and non-government 

schools. 

 
TASC works within its legislative 

framework to ensure the 

development of appropriate 

standards, the accreditation of 

courses, and the assessment and 

certification of student 

achievement in the senior 

secondary years across all 

educational sectors. 



The Tasmanian Agricultural Education Network 
… an association for all those passionate about promoting  

Agricultural Education in Tasmania 
 

The Tasmanian Agricultural Education Network (TAEN) is 

making steady progress towards becoming an official 

association to be affiliated with the National Association 

of Agricultural Educators (NAAE). So far there have been 

two general meetings to discuss various aspects of the 

process - one meeting in Longford and the other in 

Campbell Town. Office bearers have been confirmed (see 

below) and a constitution is close to being finalised and 

adopted.  

 

The most pressing task for the new association is to 

progress planning for the 2018 NAAE National 

Conference, to be hosted by the TAEN in January, 2018. A 

conference sub-committee has been formed and will be 

meeting for the first time at Hagley Farm School on 

Saturday, September 24th. Hosting the NAAE Conference 

will be a wonderful opportunity to showcase food and 

fibre production in Tassie and to shine a very bright 

spotlight on Agricultural Education in all its forms 

throughout our state.  

 

The next TAEN general meeting will be on  

Thursday, October 6th in Launceston (venue TBC). 

 

Elected Officers for the  

Tasmanian Agricultural Education Network: 

 

President - John Lehman – DoE, Yolla District School  

and NAAE Vice-President 

Vice-President - Sally Murfet - TFGA Agriskills Project Officer 

Secretary - Jill Bennett – DoE, Cressy District School 

Treasurer - Stephen Ives - University of Tasmania 

Publicity Officer - Andrew Harris – DoE, Lead Teacher of Ag Ed 

Want to get involved? 

please contact Andrew Harris:   

andrew.harris@education.tas.gov.au   

Mobile: 0407 871 830 

  

Wormlovers Releases New Curriculum Support Packages 
 

"At Wormlovers we are passionate about worms and 

the role they play in helping schools and communities 
transition to a more sustainable and healthy society. 
Worm farming is a great way to reduce waste, build 

healthy living soil and cycle nutrients needed for 
tasty, nutrient dense foods. We all understand the 

value education plays in transitioning to a more 
environmentally conscious society and see 

classrooms as great places to effect positive 
sustainable behaviour change. Worm farms are an 

important part of that journey.” 
 

Wormlovers has collaborated with an Australian sustainability 
teacher to develop the Wormlovers School Curriculum 

Program for Primary years F-6. 

 
Our curriculum packages use a range of in-class, age specific 

lesson plans to engage with students and help them connect to 
nature. 

 
The Wormlovers School Program comes complete with video, 

worksheets, posters, teacher’s notes, experiments and/or compost 
worms and worm farms. 

  
To find out more visit:      

http://www.wormlovers.com.au 
email: info@wormlovers.com.au 

Phone: 03 90135170 
 

 

 

Please forward items for our next issue to: andrew.harris@education.tas.gov.au 

Remember to visit www.casas.tas.edu.au to become familiar with our emerging Fronter room 
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